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Abstract 

Arabic Language is an interesting language to many people. Although enthusiastic in the

beginning, however non-native speakers often become discouraged as they find Arabic 

hard to learn. They face particular difficulties in pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary and 

conversation. Multimedia provides an alternative learning experience which has proven 

successful in other areas, but unfortunately, few appropriate CDs or websites are 

available. It was therefore decided to produce a CD ROM in order to help these students

and keep them motivated. This report describes the process behind the development of 

the CD ROM and the features of the CD that address the particular problems faced by 

non-native speakers, in order that they become more successful Arabic speakers. 



Chapter 1: Introduction 

Multimedia is an effective learning tool because it engages the learner in a multi sensory 

learning environment. Not only do they listen but also read, write, and speak. They use the 

senses of sight, learning and touch. As a result also it appeals to all kinds of learners: visual 

learners, auditory learners, kinesthetic learners and enables the learners to respond 

individually to information. It also helps the students to respond to information differently. It 

was observed that the non-native Arabic learners at College level have an eagerness to learn 

this new language. However, there are many difficulties they encounter which sometimes 

discourage them and lead them to the point of abandonment of learning the language. The 

enthusiasm that was once part of their eagerness has left them, because of the difficulties they 

face in learning the language. This research aims at finding a more friendly approach using 

multimedia. 

1.1 Problem Statement 

Many people face problems in understanding Arabic language specially in pronouncing some 

of the Arabic language alphabets, grammar, and conversion. There for this project aims to 

support the Arabic non-native speakers and to solve their problems in understanding the 

language in an interesting way, as well as to fulfill the requirement for my graduation as an 

information system student. Through the interview that was done with the Arabic course 

instructor she urged for a supplementary material to help her students with the course 

materials is. One of the solutions to that problem is to develop an interactive multimedia CD 

ROM that will help both by teaching non-natives faculty, as a language support, as well as 

the students to enhance their understanding of the course materials. This solution was 
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discussed with the course instructor who encouraged the idea of having a CD for the student 

to use at home or in college. It was also determined that are no suitable CDs in the market. 

Due to these findings I decided to conduct this project and convert text to multimedia CD 

ROM and come up with a good result, which will be helpful user friendly CD. 

1.2 Research Objectives 

The objectives of the project are as follows: 

1. The main objective of this project is to develop a user friendly CD for the Arabic

non-native speakers.

2. To help the non native speakers with the problems they face in understanding the

language.

3. To promote the Arabic language as it is one of the main languages in the world.

4. To increase my knowledge by applying some professional software and to learn some

more software according to the requirements of the CD implementations.
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1.3 Report Outline content 

This section gives a brief description on the content of each chapter. 

Chapter one, starts with an introduction, it introduces multimedia and the reasons behind 

choosing it on my project. Chapter one also includes the problem statement, research 

objectives. 

Chapter two, is the background it describes the use of multimedia and where to use it , it also 

presents a review on websites and CDs that are available on-line and in the market and it 

includes the software that are used in the implementation. 

Chapter three, This part of the report will discuss the procedures that were done in this 

research in order to develop the CD successfully. This includes the analysis phase , the 

design , implementation phase and the testing . 

Chapter four, it will describe the product in detail, it features and its content , it will also 

illustrate some screen shots of the product and media finally chapter five be the conclusion. 
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Chapter 2: Background 

2.1 Introduction 

Multimedia is one of the best learning tools used by many educational sectors to help their 

students have some interaction and stimulation with the teaching materials. It also adds some 

excitement to the traditional teaching so that students can respond differently to information. 

2.2 What is Multimedia? 

Multimedia involves any combination of two or more elements such as text, image, sound, 

speech, video, and computer programs. They are digitally controlled by a computer(s). 

Multimedia enhances the information for better communication and understanding. 

"The combination of sounds and speech are used on the radio, newspapers use a combination 

of text and images, television combines all these elements (except computer programs) and 

uses it to relay a message to the viewer. For years the concept of multimedia has existed but 

the word 'multimedia' did not. How the viewer interprets this data depends on how he or she 

perceives the information. Television doesn't allow users to assess the information at their 

own speed. The message is transmitted one-way via cables or radio waves to their television 

sets. The user doesn't have the option to interact with this type of multimedia 

presentation. "[3] 

Computers allow the user to be involved and interactive with the multimedia presentation. 

They have control over the flow of data. Each user can follow a uniquely "personal" trail 

through the information. Multimedia is used for advertising, entertainment, public 

information, training and education while educational computer programs allows the student 
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to see their mistakes immediately and guide them to learn a concept more quickly. The 

student can also move at their own speed, by reviewing or skipping material that they are 

unfamiliar or familiar with. 

2.3 Multimedia in Schools 

Schools are the neediest destination for multimedia. Many schools in the United States today 

are continually under funded and occasionally slow to adopt new technologies, but it is here 

that the power of multimedia can be maximized for the greatest long term benefit to all. 

In March 1995, the U.S White House challenged the telecommunications industry to connect 

every classroom, library, clinic, and hospital to the information superhighway by the year 

2000. The White House has also taken steps to provide governmental support for the 

technology in low income rural and urban school districts. 

Multimedia will provoke radical changes in the teaching process during coming decades, 

particularly as smart students discover they can go beyond the limits of traditional teaching 

methods. In some instances teachers may become more like guides and mentors along a 

learning path, not the primary providers for information and understanding. The students, noJ 

teachers, become the core of the teaching and learning process. This is a sensitive and highly 

politicized subject among educators, so educational software is often positioned as 

"enriching" the learning process, not as potential substitute for traditional teacher's based 

methods. 

2.4 Language Websites and CDs 

This section presents a review that was made for the language websites and CDs, a discussion 

of their contents and features as follows:-
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2.4.1 Babel Arabic [4] 

The Babel website is the website that teaches Arabic for example, it teaches the very basic 

Arabic language conversations. I found it not effective, because it uses the basics 

vocabularies, not advanced and important ones. Moreover it is not showing words in Arabic 

all the words are written in English, it does not include any grammar at all, it uses basic 

conversations for instance, in the hotel, meeting people, in the restaurant etc. It transliterates 

the sentence in English and then gives its meaning in English. 

2.4.2 Arabic made easy [5] 

This is on line program teaches the beginner general information about the Arabic culture, 

how to read and write classical Arabic, basic grammatical concepts of the Arabic language, 

and dialogue in the Egyptian dialect which is not preferable as a beginner to have any 

particular Arab country dialect but it should be taught only in classical Arabic to prevent any 

confusion with language. 

2.4.3 Arabic survival course [6] 

It is a downloadable course for $ 9.99 which includes only text and vocabulary. It includes 

approximately 200 Arabic nouns and it uses memory aids for every word (No Audio) added 

to it, it uses quizzes throughout each section. No grammar and no sentence structure used in 

it, people with computer versions such as Mac/Apple can also benefit from it. For example, 

the Arabic for Duck is Battah what is done to retain the word in memory they ask the user to 
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imagine that they cover the duck with Butter. Butter is similar to the pronunciations of Battah 

by this way they make links with the words. 

2.4.4 The Arabic tutor software [7] 

It is a user-friendly software it includes audio that helps in the pronunciations where the user 

gets the chance to record their voice and compare it to native speakers and watch animated 

illustrations of how to read words and sentences. Even basic grammar is included as well as a 

reading section . This software needs to be subscribed it is not for free. 

2.4.5 The Emirates international School [8] 

The program focuses on the need of students who have had little or no previous experience of 

learning the Arabic language. The main focus of the syllabus is on language acquisition and 

development. For assessment purposes, course content is divided into three components, 

which will be assessed separately. Like speaking, listening and writing. To help the students 

in developing their ability of communication within the range of the contexts as well as the 

ability of understanding and responding to the language demands of social contacts. It also 

provides the students with a sound linguistics base of further study. This is by grouping the 

students according to their language level. This program is almost similar to our needs in 

Effat College; I will try to use the steps of the program in implementing the CD. 

2.4.6 Arabic: Vocabulary Guide Alphabet website [9] 

This site is very interesting it teaches the Arabic alphabets, by giving the visitor how to 

explore their writing of the letter when it is at the beginning of the word, when it is in the 

middle and when it is used end of the word and how they sound. Then by giving a quiz they 
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can learn more about the pronunciation. This is by trying to identify the sound of the letter 

and write it on a piece of a paper after that they click on the button which says (show 

character) to find out the correct letter with an example for each letter when it is used in the 

beginning, in the middle and the end of the word with their meaning in English. I found this 

site very important and I included the idea of writing the letter in its different positions on the 

CD. 

2.4. 7 Fun with Arabic CD [1 O] 

This website offers a demo of the content of the CD. It shows the very basic Arabic language 

teaching, it gives the Arabic alphabets in the form of song, to help the visitor catch the 

pronunciation of each letter. It also includes grammar and some quizzes but the visitor has to 

subscribe to benefit from the program. 

2.4.8 Al-Mousoa Al-lslamia Al-Muasira (Modern Islamic Encyclopedia) 

This was another CD that was borrowed from the independent leaning center (ILC) in Effat 

College. It is a very advanced CD for native speakers but after investigation it was found out 

that this CD is very advance it includes audio, video clips it is also user-friendly. This CD is 

not related to the Arabic language but it was used 

2.4.9 (Al-Dowleg) Grade Four Arabic Grammar CD 

This was one of the CDs taken from grade four in one of the Arabic schools. This CD was 

mainly investigated to see how they used the Arabic language subject syllabus with the CD 

provided to support the student in understanding the book material in easier method. It was 
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found that it Jacks details, it does not include pictures, it gives examples, from some versus of 

the wholly Quran using audio. 

2.4.10 Rosetta stone CD 

This CD was bought from (Jerir) book store for investigation. The CD included listening, 

writing, speaking and reading it also includes some parts of the grammar, colors, number 

with pictures. The part I found very helpful was the part that helps the user to record their 

voice with the right answer. But the CD is not user friendly it use some other languages other 

then Arabic language. 

2.5 Software used in Multimedia 

In this part of my report I will list the software that has been used in the development of the 

CD. I used software for image editing, sound editing, video, and others to animate the images

and text. The following software products were used in this project :-

1. Macromedia director MX 2004 version 10

2. Adobe Photoshop CS version 8.0

3. Swishmax.version 1.0

4. PhotoCaster version 2.0

5. wave pad

6. Microsoft Movie Maker

7. Microsoft Word

8. Print OMatic lite xtra

9. Visual Studio
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2.5.1 Macromedia Director MX 2004 [11] 

It is a proven multimedia tool for building rich content and applications for CDs, DVDs, and 

the internet. Director handles the widest variety of media, letting one to build compelling, 

high performance content such as learning applications, corporate demonstrations, and games 

that delivers measurable results. 

Macromedia director has maintained its reputation as being the best toolset for delivering the 

richest multimedia content possible. Even though the gap between flash and director is 

narrowing, the latter is at the higher level for extending content beyond the web, and should 

attract advanced flash authors. 

I used director as a platform of my project to add interactive visual elements to my CD and 

this by importing all the designed screens that were previously designed in Photoshop, the 

edited images, all the sounds, the text, the videos, the programming and the animated screen 

created in Swish. They were all imported to director using "Plug in" which is an extra 

software that covers the weak point in any software or to add extra power to the software 

such as Print OMatic lite Xtra for the printing option and Photocaster to import from 

Photoshop. 

2.5.2 Adobe PhotoShop CS [12] 

Adobe Photoshop CS, Middle East with Arabic support has a comprehensive toolset with 

new capabilities to meet any creative or production demand and to handle the widest variety 

of image editing tasks in the most efficient way. Powerful new tools help the users to explore 

creativity without limits so they can meet the multimedia demands of today's market. It 
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simulates traditional painting techniques with dry and wet brushes effects and use brushes to 

add special effects. The new pattern maker plug-in can select any area of an image and 

automatically generate a nearly endless assortment of background patterns. And the enhanced 

liquefy plug in lets you distort images more easily and gain greater control over warping. 

New security feature gives you strict access to your images with password protection. Using 

the enhanced picture package feature, you can quickly print a folder of images. 

I used adobe Photoshop for all my designs such as the interfaces, the buttons, editing all the 

images. It was also used to cut the text that was previously typed in Microsoft Word then by 

print screen and pasted in Photoshop then again by cutting and pasting in the cast member in 

director. 

2.5.3 SWISHmax [ 13] 

Swish is one of the neatest web design tools it enables the users to manipulate text with 

Flash-like animation and to publish movies to their web site with simple HTML. Swish 

works with a tabular interface which means creating animations is quick and easy. It merely 

moves from tab to tab, adding and testing effects as they go. Like Macromedia Flash, it uses 

a timeline which enables the users to make various effects happen on a schedule. Swish has a 

wizard interface which helps the user with a variety of fast text effects such as Vortex, Wave, 

30 Spin, and Slide. 

The Swish wizard, which doesn't need to be followed in a strictly linear fashion, is 

comprised of six tabs: General, Content, Timeline, Scene, Actions, and Export. Text objects, 

scenes, and images are added to a movie using the toolbar buttons, and then edited using the 

wizard tabs. 

12 



General this sets out the size, frame rate and background color of the animation. When we 

start up Swish a blank white rectangular window appears. This is the preview/editing 

window; it allows us to move things around and also view playback. The size and properties 

of this preview/editing window reflect the General tab settings. 

Simple text objects editor controls typeface, font size, kerning, color and leading. By default, 

text is exported as an optimized set of character outlines, and references to those outlines 

thereafter. So, we can use the letter "e" in a particular font 100 times, and the character itself 

will only be stored once in the SWF file. In some cases, such as importing Wingdings 

characters back into Flash, it's a good idea to export text objects as discreet graphics. The 

Text tab makes this possible via the Export as Shapes option. 

I took this advantage and used Swish for creating all the animation for the introductory 

screens for the entire project. 

2.5.4 PhotoCaster[14] 

"Macromedia's Director has become a standard tool that multimedia developers use to add 

interactive visual elements to websites and CDs. Director's strength lies in its ability to make 

graphics interactive, but it has limited capabilities to create those graphics. Most multimedia 

developers choose Adobe Photoshop to create images, sounds, shapes, characters and 

backgrounds, and then import them into Director. 

Once the developer hits "save" on his Photoshop file, the creative work is done, but getting 

the overall design to look the same in Director can be difficult. Graphics may appear in the 

wrong position, in the wrong color, or loose their transparency. Edges might look jagged 

when they were smooth in Photoshop. Drop shadows might be the wrong color; holes can 
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appear m the background. Solving such problems one-by-one becomes a tedious and 

sometimes difficult process. PhotoCaster solves all of these problems by automating the 

import process. PhotoCaster "intuits" the desired outcome and transfers all the graphics Jayer

by-layer into a Director cast with one mouse click. Optionally, linked layers can be imported 

as a single cast member. All the relative positions of the Photoshop graphics are preserved, as 

well as the registration, transparency, and anti-aliasing of the original design. PhotoCaster 

can save any Director Developer hours of wasted development time, improve the quality of 

her multimedia output, and deliver rock-solid performance at every tum." 

PhotoCaster was a very helpful tool to my project when I started importing all the designs, 

text and buttons to Director. 

2.5.5 WavePad [15] 

WavePad is sound editing software designed to be very easy and intuitive to use. It is used to 

open or to record a file and edit it, add effects like echo, amplification and noise reduction. 

I used WavePad for recording the audio from a tape to the computer and then cut, copy and 

pasted it as an mp3 format to be imported to director. 

2.5.6 Microsoft Movie Maker 2.0 [16] 

"In early 2003, Microsoft released an entirely new version of WMM, Movie Maker 2.0. This 

version, available as a free download, only works under Window's XP. At first glance, the 

program looks similar to previous versions ... however, looks can be deceiving. Version 2.0 

is a completely new program, and addresses every problem and limitation that plagued earlier 
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versions ... including better DV-A VI import/export from camcorders, multiple transitions 

and video effects, and advanced titling features. And it does these things very well. 

The program works in both the standard timeline view, or in a simplified storyboard format 

... and you can switch back and forth between these views according to the amount of control 

you need in your project. While some of the features, like the new title maker, take some 

getting used to, they are still much easier to implement than any competing products." 

I used Movie Maker for recording the video clips from the video camera to the computer 

using a firewire cord and also used for editing the video clips and saved as an A VI format. 

2.5. 7 Microsoft word [17] 

Microsoft Word is a full-featured word processing program that enables the user to create 

memos, letters, flyers, newsletters, manuals and most other types of printed communications. 

The software contains a variety of features that helps to create professional documents every 

time. It enables the one to change the look of the font, include pictures in the document, use 

borders and shading throughout the document, and have the software automatically check 

your spelling and grammar. Word can also be used with other Microsoft applications in a 

way that allows the user to link documents together so that changes in one document are 

automatically updated in a second document. 

Microsoft Word was used in the project for typing all the text especially in Arabic. 
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2.5.8 Visual Basic [18] 

"A programming language and environment developed by Microsoft. Based on the BASIC 

language, Visual Basic was one of the first products to provide a graphical programming 

environment and a paint metaphor for developing user interfaces. Instead of worrying about 

syntax details, the Visual Basic programmer can add a substantial amount of code sirriply by 

dragging and dropping controls, such as buttons and dialog boxes, and then defining their 

appearance and behavior. Although not a true object-oriented programming language in the 

strictest sense, Visual Basic nevertheless has an object-oriented philosophy. It is sometimes 

called an event-driven language because each object can react to different events such as a 

mouse click. Since its launch in 1990, the Visual Basic approach has become the norm for 

programming languages. Now there are visual environments for many programming 

languages, including C, C++, Pascal, and Java. Visual Basic is sometimes called a Rapid 

Application Development (RAD) system because it enables programmers to quickly build 

prototype applications." 

Visual Basic was used in the project for the exams in the units. 

2.5.9 PrintOMatic Lite Xtra [19] 

The PrintOMatic Lite Xtra provides essential printing functionality for Macromedia Director 

and Authorware. Its main purpose is to add a global print handler to Lingo that will print just 

about anything, and a printStage handler that easily prints the contents of the Stage .This 

software was used for the printing option in the project. 
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Chapter 3: Methodology 

This part of the report will discuss the procedures that were done in this research in order to 

develop the CD successfully. This includes the analysis phase, the design, implementation 

phase and the testing. 

3.1 Analysis Phase 

The purpose of the analysis phase is to gather information about the proposed software and 

this is by:-

• Interviewing the Arabic course instructor Dr.Samiha.

• Conducting a survey with the Arabic non native speaking students and faculty in

Effat College.

• Searching the bookstores for the appropriate books and CDs that will be the content

of the CD.

• The investigated CDs on-line teaching Arabic institutes helped in forming a very

good idea on the available CDs and the teaching method that has been used.

• Searching the internet and the library for the best software used in multimedia.

- Decided on the appropriate Software such as such as, Adobe Photoshop CS version

8.0, Macromedia Director version 10, Photo caster plug in, Microsoft Movie Maker, 

Wave pad sound editor, the PrintOMatic Lite Xtra , Microsoft word. 
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3.1.1 Interview 

Interview is one of the important information sources finding techniques that help in 

gathering the information from the individual through face to face interaction. I t  helps to find 

facts, identify requirements, and solicit ideas and opinions. 

The interview technique that is used for this research is "structured interview technique" it 

uses open ended questions to give the interviewee the choice. The in interview was made 

only with the Arabic course instructor. The interviewee was informed about the subject of the 

interview. The interview was as open ended questions that gave the interviewee the chance to 

provide detailed information about the content and needed areas that the CD should focus on. 

The questions were similar to the student survey. 

The interview result was that the Arabic course instructor encouraged the idea of having a 

supplementary tool for the course and it will guarantee learning accurate pronunciations of 

the Arabic phonics and training students to be independent learners. The answers revealed the 

needs to be included in the CD. 

3.1.2 Survey 

Questionnaire was developed to collect data and opinions from respondents such as studens 

at Effat College. The questions were designed to meet the requirement need for developing 

the CD and designing its content based on the majority needs and the course instructor 

suggestion to reach to a good result. 

The questions were designed for two types of respondents: the first questions were for the 

Arabic course instructor as interview and the second questionnaire was designed for the 
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students and faculty members as a pilot research. Pilot test is the test done on small number 

of people to find out the requirements. 

After the questions were designed, it was verified by the course advisor. 

The procedures of designing the questionnaire were:-

1. To determine the facts and opinions that must be collected.

2. To find out facts and opinions it needed to know whether open ended or closed ended

type of questions will help to generate best answers.

3. To find out which area on the CD will be focused on.

Questions were designed to cover the following areas:-

1. The need of Effat students for the Arabic language CD.

2. The importance of having such a CD.

3. What areas to be included in the CD.

4. The problems that students face in understanding the language.

The questionnaire was designed for the students and the faculty as a simple Yes/No and 

as open ended questions covering the main aspects that the students and the faculty 

needs, requirements, and preferable areas needed on the CD. It was also used in 

interviewing the course instructor. 

3.1.2.1 Student survey and Result 

The survey was designed to find out the needs and requirements of the Arabic non native 

students and the faculty in order to fulfill their needs and to reach the best result on the 

content of the CD. The questionnaires were planned to be simple with closed ended 

questions. The questions focused on what are the difficulties that they face in learning the 

language, what are the preferable areas needed to be included on the CD, and if they are 
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conversation which includes some idioms. The grammar part was another difficulty that they 

faced and needed more examples and practice to enhance their understanding. 

Based on these finding the story board was designed and followed by the design and 

implementation of the software. 

3.1.3 Search for the content 

The appropriate book was found at Jerir bookstore and the name of the book is "Al-Arabiaytu 

bayna yadiak" by the author, Al Fouzan. The book was analyzed by the course instructor and 

was found that it is the best source to be used as the content of the CD as it includes tapes for 

all the units . Due to this a phone call was conducted with the company which is the publisher 

of the book and got a verbal approval from Dr.Sarni Hindawi, 

to use the book as a source of my CD. 

3.1.4 Search for the software 

There are many software available in the market that meets the need of the CD but the 

decision was made on some of them that were found best to be used such as , Adobe 

Photoshop CS version 8.0, Macromedia Director MX version 10, Photo caster plug in, 

Microsoft Movie Maker, Wave pad sound editor, the PrintOMatic Lite Xtra , Microsoft 

word. Visual basics, Swish Max. These are discussed in Chapter 2. 

3.1.5 Define the requirement 

As all the necessary information was gathered the user requirement was defined by deciding 

who are the target students , the level of the students and their age, the course specification , 

objectives of the CD and to have the a user friendly CD. The following will explain in details 

the requirements:-
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3.1.5.1 Student profile 

Target Students: 

Level 

Foreign Students wanting to learn Arabic 

Beginners with zero information. 

Age Adults 

3.1.5.2 Course Specification 

Topics 

• Greeting

• House

• Food and drinks

• School (Education).

3.1.5.3 Goals and Objectives of the Arabic Course 

The goals and objects of this course is as follows:-

• To be able to introduce themselves and others. Greeting, asking about the countries

and nationalities.

• To be able to look for a house, know its location, number and type,

• To be able to ask about meals, talk about weight and order food and drinks, and know

more vocabularies on different types of foods and drinks.

• Giving instruction to do work, asking about exams, study and vacations, talking about

the future.

• Know more vocabularies about the names of the universities, colleges, and subjects.

• To be able to give job title, countries names, nationalities, numbers from one to ten.

• To be able to know names of furniture, days of the week.

• How to give time.
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• Know to say some names of the Arabic Calendar.

• Should be able to pronounce all the Arabic Alphabets

• Be able to differentiate between all the allophones.

• To be able to read, write and speak.

• To be able to ask questions and talk about the present, past and future.

• To be able to know personal pronoun, demonstrative, singular and plural, masculine

and feminine (pronoun).

3.2 Design and Implementation Phase 

The design and implementation phase was based on the structure of the book units after 

analyzing its content. Each unit in the book is initialized with conversations which consists of 

all linguistic fields from phonics, discourse and grammar structure. The unit has two types of 

vocabularies the main vocabulary and extra vocabulary, as well as speech, writing, reading 

and exam .The book was support with pictures and audio . 

Implementations were done using a prototype and the following will show the steps of the 

implementations for unit one:-

• Stared by designing a storyboard.

• Designing the interface for unit one usmg Photoshop and this is by designing

different samples of the interfaces.

• Developing unit one as the first prototype.

- Analyzing the chosen units in the book and started typing the text using Microsoft

word.

- Started recording the audio from the type to the computer using wave pad.

- Writing the script for video taping and checked by the course instructor.
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- Stared capturing the needed images using a digital camera and searched the net

for others.

- Scanned some pages from the book and saved it as JPJ file.

After the data were collected and the storyboard was designed the implementation was made 

by choosing one of the samples for the entire project and a second prototype was designed to 

find the missing requirements and the development included on the follows steps:-

• The text that was typed was in Microsoft word. It was taken as a print screen and

pasted in Photoshop then it text was cut and past in director.

• Selecting the needed audio from the entire tape cut, copy, past and saved it as an A VI

format and each sound was imported to director.

• The girls where chosen and practiced the scripted and video taped the clips. The

video taping was done twice because it needed some editing.

• The images that were captured and the pages that were scanned were also imported to

director.

• Finally an initial prototype was designed.
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background was a little dark; therefore a lighter color was needed on the background. 

Another modification was done on the buttons by adding a roll over highlight to give 

it a nicer look. 

• After testing the third prototype an introductory screen found was missing, so

modifications were made by adding an introductory animated image with text using

Swish.

• Finally after analyzing the prototype, a standard template was constructed to be

utilized through the entire project.

3 .4 Challenges 

This section will discuss the challenges that faced me in my project:-

• The first challenge that faced me was how to convert Arabic book to digital

Multimedia CD ROM.

• Second challenge was to record five hours audio.

• Typing Arabic was anther challenge that I had to learn in order to type my text.

• Leaming new software was also another big challenge.

• Capturing my own pictures to support the text meaning was anther big challenge.
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Extra vocabularies are a group of words which are important but are not directly related to 

the subject of conversation. The purpose of these groups of words is to teach the learner some 

important terms to enrich his/her vocabulary. 

Third: Grammatical Structures 

Each unit presents a restricted number of essential grammatical structures. The CD has 

depended on the modern grammar structured exercises that has a communicational thread and 

helps in interacting and communicating. It also includes summarized grammatical structures 

for the student the summary was presented through tables. And, the purpose of this add, is to 

revise and emphasis what the student had learned. 

Fourth: Phonics: 

The CD will include Arabic phonics, and has three types of exercise: 

A) Repeating the words provided in the conversations.

B) Exercise on allophones.

The exercises take three forms: 

• Listening.

• Differentiating

Fifth: Speech 

The CD will include a video for the speech to help the student in following some of the 

words that have been mentioned in the unit in the form of conversation. 
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Sixth: Reading 

The exercise does not contain any new linguistic area. Also, progression and variety was 

considered in choosing the reading texts. The exercise came as followed: 

a) Reading in the word level.

b) Reading in the sentence and expressive level.

c) Reading in the clause level.

Exercises were given for comprehension: 

a) Answer Yes and NO questions.

Seventh: Writing 

The student is taught (from unit one to four) how to write automatically. As he or she is 

trained how to write all the Arabic Alphabets separately. Besides, he or she is taught how to 

write word by connecting letters. The student can use the printing option and print the pages 

for practice 

4.3 Sample Contents 

The following section will illustrate samples of the CD content using some screen shots of 

unit one and a brief explanation on each:-
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• The projects also included a small part of video clips for each unit in order to give the

student live conversation, the video clips where taken in Effat College by using one

of the facilities that the College offer for her students which is the video camera that

where taken from the CCR. Two students from College where contributed to be main

actress to all the video clips, and they are Miss Mona Al-Gamidi a Saudi nationality

and Elazabeth American nationality.
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Chapter 5: Conclusion 

Multimedia is an effective tool that engages the learner in a multi sensory learning 

environment and according to the research, surveys and thoroughly conducted interviews it 

helped to identify the problem and design a user friendly CD, that will meet the need of the 

non-native speakers on particular difficulties in pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary and 

conversation, using an interactive multimedia tools such as audio ,text, video, images, 

printable pages, and exams. That will help m keeping them motivated m learning the 

language. 

• A need for a CD was found for the non-native speakers as they find Arabic hard to learn

and became discouraged.

• The objective was to develop a user friendly CD for Arabic non-native speakers, and to

increase my knowledge and the development of the CD.

• Interview and a survey were conducted to determine the content of the CD and the

appropriate book was found to be the source of the content.

• Searched for software and the decision was made on the best software that were found it

will meet need of the implementation

• A user requirement was defined and decided on the target students, course specification,

the content of the CD, and according to these a story board was designed and the

implementation was made using a prototype.

• Finally the CD included four units it unit is initialized with three conversation , which

consists all linguistics fields from phonics, vocabulary, grammar, speech, reading it also

included video clips , writings and exams
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Recommendation 

Working on a multimedia project was one of the best experiences that I had through my 

entire study in the college; I went through many experiences from meeting new people all 

through exploring on new software. I learned how to record sound from tape to the computer 

using wave pad, I learned how to video tape ,organize the setting for recording and transfer it 

to the computer using Movie Maker and use the same software for editing and adding some 

effect and transitions. I learned how to work on Director how to integrate other internal and 

external software to it by using plug in such as PrintOMatic Lite Xtra , PhotoCaster, Visual 

Basic. I learned how design the interfaces and buttons using the power tools in Photoshop 

and how to animate text and images using Swish. 

I would recommend if any one would like to continue working on my project to complete the 

first level as I used only four units out of sixteen units, I would also prefer if they record their 

own audio to have professional quality of the sound. I would also recommend if they add 

more animation for the images and the text. They can also use some advance software such

as pattern recognition for writing part and they can use voice recognition for the phonics part. 

I would also recommend if they add some feedback for the exam part where the student can 

go back and review their mistakes. 
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Appendix 1 

Interview 
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Results and Findings 

The two types of questionnaire that was previously designed for the course lecturer and 

the other one for the faculty and college students will be shown in the following section. 

3.1 Interview Result 

The first questionnaire that designed as an interview was translated into Arabic language 

for the course lecturer because the lecturer does not speak the English language the 

following are the translated interview:-

QI. Do Effat College students need CD to learn Arabic? 

Ans. Yes, this is necessary and helps in training the students on good pronunciation, 

though could be replaced by the fact that the teacher is an expert in (TAFL) Teaching 

Arabic as a Foreign Language 

Q2. Do you think it is essential? Why? 

Ans. It is necessary to guarantee learning accurate pronunciation of the Arabic phonetics_ 

and training students to be independent learners. 

Q3.Do you think the Arabic language CD should be identical to our College curriculum? 

Ans. This is definite, to enhance the information that the student learns in the lecture and 

to train on it. 

Q4. Which areas do you think your students face problems with? 
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Ans. The most difficult aspect of learning the Arabic language as encountered by students 

is to pronounce some sounds. 

Q5. What you would like the CD to include from the curriculum? 

Ans. I suggest it would include the following:-

9.1 Accurate pronunciation for each sound in all its forms / harakat (fatha; Damah; 

Kasra ... .. Etc.) 

• In the case of having the sound related to /mred / or words linked to /re I

sound which results in prolonging the sound of the word that is connected to

it, accompanied by illustration (examples).

9.2 personal pronouns divided into groups as follows: 

• 1 st person pronoun (plural and singular ) /Mutakalem/ 

• 2nd person pronoun (plural and singular) / Mukatab / 

• 3 rd person pronoun (plural and singular) / kaib / 

9.3 Verb conjugation with pronouns. 

9.4 Interrogative pronouns with examples for each. 

9.5 Demonstrative pronounce with examples for each. 

9.6 Relative pronouns. 

9.7 Arabic numbers system with pictures for exemplification /illustration. 

9.8 Conversations (Q and A). 

9.9 Focus on pronunciation of (dental) consonants like 

• 

• 

• 

-:..i I 0 / with illustration . 

� I 0 / with illustration . 

..l::i / 0 / with illustration . 
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9.10 It is preferable to have a map for the Arabic East. 

9.11 Modem and classic literary texts for reading with questions testing the 

comprehension of the reader. 
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Appendix 2 

Survey 
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Questionnaire 

Please take your time answering the following question:-

1) Do you have an Arabic language CD at home?
1) No, please go to question no. (10)

2) Yes

What do you like or dislike about the Arabic language CD? 

The Arabic CD I have is helpful 
_ 4) Strongly Agree _3) Agree _2) Disagree _l) Strongly Disagree 

The Arabic CD I have is user friendly. 
_ 4) Strongly Agree _3) Agree _2) Disagree _l) Strongly Disagree 

The price/cost of the CD was ___ SR. 
---- I don't recall the price 
---- It was a gift so I don't know. 

I feel the price is reasonable 
_4) Strongly Agree _3) Agree _2) Disagree _l) Strongly Disagree 

Which (if any) of the following are included in your CD? 

Areas Has it Does NOT have it, but I want it 
1 )-Grammar ---------------- ------------------------

2 )-Conversational parts ---------------- ------------------------

3)-Alphabet with sound ---------------- ------------------------

Others (please add) 
---------------------- ----------------- -------------------------

---------------------- ----------------- -------------------------

---------------------- ----------------- -------------------------

The CD relates or support with the course here at Effat College really well. 
_4) Strongly Agree _3) Agree _2) Disagree _l) Strongly Disagree 

Please describe any areas that are not listed in (no. 7) you need further help with on the 
CD or Arabic language in general. 
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If you would like to have an Arabic CD what would like to see on the CD? 

----- Grammar. 
----- Conversational parts. 
----- Alphabet with sounds. 
----- Idioms 
----- Colloquial speech. 

11) Any additional areas that were not described in Q ( 10) you like to see on the CD?

12) If you have done internet search(s) for Arabic language instructions did you find?
How did you use this information? Is it useful? In what aspect?
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Appendix 3 

Story Board 
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Appendix 4 

Sample Content 
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